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What Is The Accord?
The Accord is an online quarterly publication for Wiccans, Pagans, NeoPagans, and other New Age
Philosophers.
The Newsletter focuses on Tradition sharing, all types of positive magick, poetry, rituals, and many
other items of interest to the Craft community.
The e‐zine can be found on CMA's website. The current Edition plus an archive. This exceptional
e-zine includes various articles that range from Pagan spirituality and the practices of the magickal arts,
multimedia reviews, Pagan parenting, online resources, magickal lore, religious tolerance, happenings in the
Pagan community and messages from CMA officers.
Submission of Factual Articles
Articles may be edited for length or content as needed
at the discretion of the Editor. In case of editing, all
attempts to preserve the original feeling and content of the
article will be made.
Please list information sources at the end of articles.

Editorial Policy
Opinions expressed by individual authors do not necessarily
reflect the opinions of the staff, officers, or membership of the
Council of the Magickal Arts.
The CMA e-zine welcomes Editorials and responses on topics
pertinent to the pagan community. A selection of responses
received will be published in the Interest of presenting
balanced viewpoints.
Editor may hold over items submitted for the publication for
following issues of the publication. These decisions will be
made based on seasonal appropriateness of the material and
available space.

Submission of Art Work & Fiction
Art and fiction will be published without
editing. If it is not possible to publish an item without
editing due to its content or appearance, the item will
not be used.

Please specify what name or magickal name to be credited
under for publication purposes. We will gladly respect privacy
and use only magickal names as requested. Also if you would
provide a short bio as well that would be greatly appreciated.
Editor reserves the right to reject any material or ad that
does not meet with the goals and purpose of the Council of
the Magickal Arts.

Events Calendar
Free event listings are available for events occurring
between issues. Material submitted may be summarized.
Please include dates, sponsorship, admission prices,
location, a contact address and/or phone, and general
topics and activities that are included in the event.

—Pamela DragonFlame
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about the editor
Pamela DragonFlame has been the Editor of The Accord since the Fall of 2011. She joined CMA Beltane 2007
and has attended every festival since. Among other CMA positions held in the past, she was honored to
receive the vote of confidence by the membership to give her the lifetime position of Editor of our Accord as
that is one of her passions.
Pamela DragonFlame camps with Pooh in Tent City and is always available for a chat.
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Greetings CMA Phamily,
First of all I wish to begin my letter with an apology to Omi Tunji, her wonderful article that was
published in the Spring edition of the Accord, ‘When Imitation Isn’t So Flattering’ was inadvertently cut off
so that the last part of the article was not seen. That has been remedied and the updated Accord was re‐
posted with the entire article. Omi Tunji, please accept my apology for this proof reading oversite.
The Accord is only as great as the participation of our CMA members. This means that I would love
to see your submissions. If you have articles, poetry, original artwork or other items that you want to share
I’d love to see them for our next edition. The deadline of our Autumnal Equinox is October 1st. Please
don’t wait until the last minute to send in your work.
Also please keep in mind that I am still seeking the following items:


Poets Corner— all ages



All call— Societies, Guilds, Covens, Circles, Groves, etc.



Drummers Section



Pagan Parenting



Artists and/or Writers— all ages

2016 UPCOMING DEADLINES



Movie Reviews— seeking columnist



Tradition Sharing

AUTUMNAL EQUINOX/
SAMHAIN



Regular Columnists— seeking committed contributors

Deadline September 1, 2016

Did you know that the Accord has it’s own Facebook page? If
you’ve not liked our page please do so.

Theme: Beyond the Ashes

www.facebook.com/CMAAccord

Winter Solstice
Deadline December 1, 2016

—Pamela DragonFlame
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Members of CMA,
I have been a member of CMA since 2004. It has been my honor and pleasure to serve the community as
Assistant Executive Director and now as Executive Director. I would like to thank all those who gave me an
opportunity to serve in these capacities and who continue to support me as a member of this community. It
has become apparent that the best way in which I can currently serve my community and the organization is
by letting someone else take the reins of the organization at this time. With that desire for service in my
heart, I am resigning from the position of Executive Director, effectively immediately.
Carly McNamara

The Council of Magickal Arts is different than other non-profit organizations. We are a community, a family, a
group of like-minded people seeking a home. My first festival -- less than seven years ago -- was one that
changed me. My teacher, Debra, brought me and her other students, Kelsey and Travis, to this amazing
otherworldly place we were only beginning to understand. We were hooked, obsessed, connected in a way I'd never
imagined one could be to a group of people so much alike -- and different -- than who we were.
The Council of Magickal Arts is not just a community. It is a living, breathing corporation, the governance of which rests within it's
elected Board of Directors. After the events of the past few weeks, I have become the acting Executive Director. I believe in a CMA
that echoes it's claim of "Spirituality, Community, & Celebration"; in a CMA that holds high it's Mission and Principles; in a CMA
that is led by those with pure and honest intention, far-removed from any ego.
In order to get there, I know we must commit ourselves, as leaders, to transparency, truth and a revitalization of the magick our
community so wonderfully values. Whether a Festival attendee fulfilling your two-hour community service, a weekend warrior
helping to make our land the best it can be, or an elected official serving the Membership in a fiduciary and management
capacity -- we are all stewards of CMA.
Passion is wild. We need to harness our love for CMA and provide clear direction so our community and organization can thrive. If
you want to volunteer, reach out. If you have amazing ideas, reach out. Together, as One Team, we can foster a bright future for
CMA!
Best regards,
Amanda Boehm
Acting Executive Director
Council of Magickal Arts, Inc.
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The illegal actions of one individual have shaken our community and caused a beloved
member of our board to step aside in the name of peace, legal security, and the greater good of
the organization. In order for her sacrifice to be honored, we must now move forward as one
team. Good will come from this when we work together. Financial policies are being written to
ensure the continuity of oversight and accountability. A group of emeritus board members
have offered their assistance in collecting and codifying the information that must be passed from board to
board. The mistakes that were made can bring us together when we meet each other with compassion and
understanding. We are family and we all love CMA. We welcome the passionate discussions we will
have. We invite you to ask us for information, and if we fail to provide what you need, we invite you to as
the Transparency Advocate to remind us.
Now, we are asking for your help. We need donations of your time and money. We need attendees at
Samhain. We need you to bring your friends. We need volunteers for committees. We need leaders for
workshops and rituals. We need candidates for the upcoming elections. We need each other. Let us walk
shoulder to shoulder into the season. May the uproar of the Spring give way to the sweet heat of Summer
passion.
It is time to walk forward in balance as one team.
Pax,
Willow
Acting Assistant Executive Director

We are Solvent. We are operating on a shoe string budget because the operating capital
loss, but we are going to be fine. I am working closely with the bookkeeper and ac‐
counts payable to get an orderly and simple finances for dummies system in place for
the next Finance Director. I am also implementing a Purchase Order system and stream‐
ing lining communication between the bookkeeper, accounts payable, and the DoF. It is
my intention to have the system/policy passed by the membership as a policy so that
the next DoF or Board cannot change the system without membership approval. Our bookkeeper is
awesome, which makes for a Happy Blaze. Per my usual response to requests for money to purchase
things, the answer is NO. That being said, we are going to have a great festival and I will be able to pro‐
vide the membership with some Real Numbers very soon and it will all be okay.-Blaze
Blaze
Interim Director of Finance
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Well, it's a good thing I am a Gemini since I am wearing two hats until Samhain.
I am grateful to the Board and the Membership for your continued trust in me. If you have
served as Director of Records or Scribe, please email me. I am working on a records archive
project to codify the evolution of our forms. Thanks to Mary Wolf, our wonderful Historian, I
have documentation from 1980 through 2005. I have also received records from 2012 through 2015 from
my predecessors. I am extremely grateful for Troy and Pamela's assistance.
I will be meeting with the policy and bylaws committees over the coming months to complete the process
of updating our bylaws and preparing new policies for the membership to vote on. The rescheduled Great
Works meeting was not handled as well as I would have liked. I will be reviewing some options for Samhain
and the Samhain Great Works meeting will be handled in a much more professional manner. The proxy
process however was very successful and we will be continuing with it in the future. Let us move forward,
together, as one team.
Pax,
Willow
Director of Records

Members of CMA,
On May 9th, 2016, Director of Communications Friday Lowry informed the Board of Directors that she would
be stepping down from her elected position due to personal health concerns. Please join me in thanking
Friday for her service to our community and wishing her the best of health. Friday will continue to assist with
marketing and Communications staff support as she feels able and we appreciate having her remain on the
team.
To bridge the gap between Friday's resignation and the election of Directors at Samhain, the Board has
appointed Megan Dobson as Interim Director of Communications. Megan previously served as the elected
Director of Communications from October 2013 through November 2014. Prior to her time on the Board, she
served as North Texas Area Representative, North Texas Lead Representative, and the Bridge Troll Team Lead.
We thank Friday for the passion for CMA that she has demonstrated during her tenure, and we look forward
to working with Megan as we move toward Samhain 2016: Beyond the Ashes.
Carly McNamara
Executive Director
Council of Magickal Arts, Inc
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Hello CMA! I am pleased to be back in the trenches, serving as your Interim Director of
Communications.
After a bit of a stuttering start, the bi-weekly News & Notes newsletter is back in production,
keeping you up to date on CMA happenings. Once our new member portal is launched and
operational, I will be working with the Area Reps to create Constant Contact mailing lists and templates for
area-specific newsletters as well, allowing our reps to share information about PNOs, PPDs, and other items
of interest in your neighborhoods.
You may have noticed a new look in CMA communications. Our re-tooled logo is the work of our newlyappointed Marketing Lead, Samazon! With her design and production expertise, we have also placed an or‐
der for standardized professional business cards and commercial-grade banners for our Area Reps. Watch
for them at your local Pagan Pride Day!
As this issue of the Accord is being finalized, we're gearing up for Samhain 2016: Beyond the Ashes. Be sure
you're subscribed to News & Notes for information on registration, deadlines, workshop requests, and sneak
peeks of our next amazing festival. Let's see what kind of magic we can work together.
Megan
Interim Director of Communication 2016

Hi all I'm MamaBear your new Director of Member Services. I will be taking care of memberships
& camp leases, so if you have a leased campsite & haven't contacted me please do. I will be set up
at the Samhain festival for lease business.
I am also working with our wonderful Area Reps about upcoming events in their area and I plan on
attending a few of these as I can. There will be a Meet & Greet with Raven Grimassi and Stephanie
Taylor, Friday, August 19 at 7 PM at the Magick Cauldron, then Houston Pagan Pride Day, Saturday, Au‐
gust 20, at the Unitarian Fellowship of Houston. Also Houston PNO is the 1st., Saturday of the month, 7
PM at the Midtown Grill on West Grey. Central Texas PNO is the 13th, and Austin PNO is the 4th Friday of
the month. Hope to see you all at some of these events.
At your Service
MamaBear
D.M.S.
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Howdy, this is Jason Wicker you DoPA and I will be using this update to let the membership
know what is going on at Spirit Haven and how we can use your help. Per our ranch manager,
Spencer, our goal for between now and Samhain is to take care of what we have and bring
everything up to ‘spec’ so to speak.
We have had a few setbacks and a few steps forward so far leading up to Beltane and beyond.
Good stuff; we rebuilt, painted and created cover for the stage, almost all of Guardian Station is painted, we
had wood in every camp for Beltane thanks to the hard work of the set up and wood crews. A new railing
and the steps to Grandmothers Bridge have made that walk much more pleasant and safe.
Bad Stuff; We had to replace the well pump (after 15 years) and pay a service to pull it, the roof over the
building formerly known as the shower house, has defied all our attempts at patching. Matthew’s Healing
Station has started to exhibit signs of a poor (well no) foundation. Flooding is still and issue and the logs in
the creek are filling up as fast as we can clear them.
Now all that being what it is, we know what we need to do bring Spirit Haven up to spec. We have a few
high priority projects that are in the works currently. The board approved $350 to repair the foundation for
Matthew’s with some member donations to the project in terms of materials and equipment, we actually
managed to come in under the $350 by $30 or so dollars.
Don’t get me wrong this project is NOT going to be an easy or pleasant one. But it is something we can do.
Keep an eye on the Ranch Facebook page for a specific volunteer weekend to get close to mother earth and
all her creepy crawly critters (24” inches of clearance is being generous) and help us get Matthew’s back on
the level.
In addition, we are working with the new Dir of Member Services to get our arms around the leases and
what we can do to create more lease spaces (we made 4 before Beltane) and get the amenities to the
membership that a lease can bring.
For planning, the top 3, are evaluating the roof, looking into a bigger bridge and providing showers/hot
water to ALL festival attendees. All of these things will take money, volunteers and prioritization. So please
keep Spirit Haven in mind when you think about donating money or time.
Please feel to reach out to myself or the ranch manager with any questions or ideas.
Jason Wicker
Director of Property and Assets
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Council of Magickal Arts—Great Works Beltane 2016—Delayed
May 29, 2016

Location: Spirit Haven Ranch
Board Present: Executive Director Carly McNamara, Assistant Executive Director Amanda Boehm, Interim Director of
Communications Megan Dobson, Interim Director of Finance D Blaze Johnson, Director of Member Services Carlas
"MamaBear" Smith, Director of Property and Assets Jason Wicker, Director of Records Mary Willow Dove, Transpar‐
ency Advocate, Billy David
Attendance: 44 in person, 16 via WebEx application, 117 by proxy
Total membership: 439
A. Call to order 12:17 PM
B. Establish Quorum: 1/10th of total membership or 100, whichever is least. 44 members in attendance, 117 by
proxy, 161 total members represented, quorum has been reached.
C. Approval of Minutes from Samhain 2015 Great Works as printed in the Accord
a. Motion to approve – Jason Wicker
b. Second – Jennifer Birr
c. Vote by acclimation
i. Vote passed by acclimation
D. Inform Membership of recent Board resignations and Interim Board appointments
a. Director of Communications - Friday Lowry
i. On May 9th, 2016, Director of Communications Friday Lowry informed the Board of Directors
that she would be stepping down from her elected position due to personal health concerns.
Please join me in thanking Friday for her service to our community and wishing her the best of
health. Friday will continue to assist with marketing and Communications staff support as she
feels able and we appreciate having her remain on the team.
We thank Friday for the passion for CMA that she has demonstrated during her
Tenure. The Board of Directors has appointed Megan Dobson as Interim Director of Communications.
b. Director of Finance – Alicia Wilson
i. Statement from the Executive Director, Carly McNamara Re: Alicia Wilson – Financial Impropriety
Membership of CMA, the 2016 Board of Directors regrets to inform you of a serious breach of ethics
and fiduciary responsibility by Alicia Wilson, the Director of Finance elected at Samhain 2015. On April
29th, Gary Park, CMA’s Corporate Officer notified Carly McNamara, the Executive Director, that there
were unidentified charges in the CMA checking account. Because only the Corporate Officer and the
Director of Finance had access to the account at that time, the Executive Director requested access to
the account so she could investigate the transactions. She also asked the Corporate Officer to provide
her a spreadsheet containing all of the suspicious charges. The Executive Director reviewed both the
bank account and the spreadsheet and contacted the Director of Finance via email to inquire if she
was aware of the charges, and if she had made them. The Director of Finance explained that she had
accidentally used CMA's card instead of her own and would reimburse CMA for all of the mischarges
on May
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1, 2016. The Executive Director also requested that the Director of Finance provide a spreadsheet
confirming all of the personal charges made using CMA's account.
On May 3rd, reimbursement had not been received. The Executive Director asked the Director of
Finance for status on the reimbursement to CMA for the personal charges. Alicia advised that the
money would be deposited the following day. Alicia provided a spreadsheet confirming the personal
charges that she made using CMA's account, and offered to step down as the Director of Finance. The
following day, reimbursement still had not been received. Alicia advised that her daughter stole her
card number and made some of the purchases. On May 5th, reimbursement still had not been
received. Alicia admitted that she is unable to reimburse CMA for her personal charges immediately,
and told Carly that she had cancelled the card. Carly counseled Alicia on her breach of trust, and on her
fiduciary duty to CMA.
On May 6th, Alicia Wilson sent an email to the board of directors stepping down for personal reasons.
Carly suggested to the board that Blaze be contacted and asked to return to the CMA Board of
Directors as the interim Director of Finance. The board agreed that this was a good interim solution.
Jason offered to reach out to Blaze directly. Carly spoke with Gary about Alicia stepping down, the
likelihood of recovering any of the misappropriated funds, and Blaze stepping in as the interim Director
of Finance. Gary advised that this situation has happened in the organization before, and gave Carly
information concerning how the situation was handled in the past.
On May 10th there was a regularly scheduled board meeting and Blaze was appointed by the board as
the Interim Director of Finance by vote of the quorum of board members in attendance. Alicia was in
attendance at the board meeting.
On May 13th Blaze began her duties as the interim Director of Finance and an emergency board
meeting was called to advise the full board of the issue. Alicia Wilson embezzled $4,160.22 from CMA
between January 25, 2016 and April 29, 2016. The board, and the Transparency Advocate met by
phone at 7:30 PM to discuss the situation and establish a path forward. Alicia was removed from all
accounts, from Quickbooks, from the board emails, and from the board Dropbox. The board authorized
Blaze to contact an attorney for advice in how to proceed. The board agreed that the membership
must be notified as soon as possible. The already planned Town Hall meeting on May 29th was agreed
as the best date to proceed with that notification. Immediately following the meeting, Willow drove
to Alicia’s home to retrieve the checkbook, the printer, and the files in Alicia’s possession. Alicia was
not at home. Willow retrieved the corporate property from Alicia’s roommate and returned it to the
corporate office and to Gary’s possession the following day.
On May 14th, Blaze sent the board instructions for logging into Quickbooks for read-only access to
re-establish the system of oversight that she previously had in place during her prior board tenure.
Page 2 of 15 pages
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On May 16th, Alicia’s card was closed by the bank.
On May 17th, Blaze updated the board concerning her meeting with the attorney. The attorney is
drafting a restitution agreement that if violated, will allow us to press charges. The verbal agreement
from Alicia is that she will pay $300 a month restitution beginning June 3rd.
Blaze will report to the CPA the loss on the return as "Excess Benefit Transaction." That's the term for
Board members embezzling funds. The IRS will then go after Alicia for a 25% excise tax.
On May 18th, Alicia’s cut card arrived at the corporate office. Alicia is officially off the bank account
and Blaze is on.
On May 20th Blaze received the restitution agreement from the attorney.
On May 25th Willow met with Alicia and had the restitution agreement signed and notarized.
Repayment is set to begin on June 3rd with a payment of $300, with payment to continue each
month until the balance is paid.
The board is fully cognizant of the egregious nature of this breach of trust. We have acted quickly and
with great care to expedite the resolution and restore the security of corporate assets. The situation
should never have been allowed to occur in the first place and the board has taken immediate steps to
ensure that it cannot happen again. Institutional knowledge concerning checks and balances on the
Director of Finance from past boards was lost. The current board is grateful to have Blaze assisting in
the aftermath of this situation. Her procedures are being collected and the information preserved in a
way that insures accurate dissemination from one board to the next. We are also aware that our
responsibility as a board is to the corporation and the membership. Carly wanted to make sure that
the charges were indeed from Alicia and not from a third party who had spoofed Alicia’s card number.
Carly also wanted to give Alicia the opportunity to repay the money in the event that it was truly a
mistake. Carly attempted to move forward carefully and with full information in order to avoid a panic
that would have caused disruption to the corporation. Alicia has been apologetic. Her actions were
intentional, but not malicious. She showed an egregious lack of judgement and her fraud was a misuse
of her fiduciary responsibility.
Alicia is battling cancer and has a terminal prognosis. This does not in any way excuse her behavior. I
do believe that it is relevant information for the membership to have as we consider how to proceed
in regards to reimbursement options.
ii. Statement from the appointed Director of Finance , D Blaze Johnson
1. See PDF attachment
2. Blaze takes offense to the statement that we have lost our institutional knowledge.
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3. We have lost half of our operational budget
4. Blaze is working with the Corporate Officer and the Bookkeeper on financial procedures to be
presented to the membership for vote at Samhain. Blaze is personally paying to consult her personal
CPA on these procedures.
5. Blaze noted that Gary had been cut out of financial process.
6. We are looking at getting fiduciary, or faithful performance, insurance back in place.
7. Attorney is Darrin Moore, of BWW Law in Dallas. He only does non-profit law. He drew up the
restitution agreement, and gave us very good advice.
a. http://www.bwwlaw.com/people/darren-b-moore/
b. Please note that though the information concerning the attorney is being provided, only
the agent authorized by the board may engage an attorney on behalf of CMA.
8. Blaze has stated that it was wrong that the board was unaware of Alicia’s actions for two full
weeks and it was wrong that Alicia continued to have access to the bank account during that time.
9. Members of the board of a corporation are responsible for the fiduciary health of the corporation,
and by law are to hold the health of the corporation utmost in their professional dealings.
10. Between now and Samhain, Blaze will find her replacement and train and groom that person to
replace her.
iii. Statement from the Director of Property and Assets, Jason Wicker
1. Jason states that he understands from a business standpoint why Carly chose to wait two weeks to
inform the board of Alicia’s actions. He believes that Carly and Gary did a good job of compartmentalizing the information, managing the information, and having the answers ready that the board was
asking when the situation was presented. Jason believes that Carly’s mistake was well intentioned and
as an executive in the private sector, he understands the decision she made. Policies and procedures
for the finances and the land need to be documented and shared so we can avoid this issue in the
future.
E. Transparency Advocate Report - Billy David
a. Billy assures that the board has been working ethically and diligently to rectify the situation, and states
clearly that the May 29th meeting was the most reasonable time to present the situation to the membership.
The membership deserved to hear all of the facts, and the board needed the two weeks from May 13th to
gather the facts and take appropriate steps.
i. Statement from Bran Langley – unintelligible on recording. Billy restated that Bran agreed with
Billy’s assessment.
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F. Discussion and/or action as required regarding the Financial Status of CMA
a. Carolynn Zoll
i. We have not lost institutional memory because Gary Park has been the Corporate Officer throughout
the situation.
ii. Carolynn asks why Alicia was not removed from the accounts immediately upon the Alicia’s
admitting to the fraudulent charges, and Alicia’s stepping down as the DoF.
1. Answer from Carly – Inexperience. Carly was in communication with Gary concerning the
issue and her mistake was made with the best intentions. If she could go back and relive the
situation, she would tell the board sooner and remove Alicia from the accounts sooner.
2. Additional comment from Megan – from the moment that the suspect charges were
discovered, there was increased scrutiny on everything that Alicia had access to.
b. Rowan Badger
i. In the interest of determining whether any actual harm resulted from that decision, what was the
date of the last unauthorized transaction?
1. Answer from Blaze, the last unauthorized transaction posted on May 2. The transaction
occurred on April 29th.
c. Carolynn Zoll
i. Question for clarification if the last charge was done on the very day Carly contacted her (Alicia)
about this (the embezzlement).
1. Carly could not speak to the issue directly and referred to Gary Park, the Corporate Officer.
2. Gary Park - When you make a charge on a credit or debit card, it can take up to 72 hours to
post. There are multiple factors that effect when a transaction is posted by the financial
institution. The account was being closely monitored by Gary at Carly’s request from April
29th forward.
d. Cheryll Landis-Gerber
i. Has there been any thought or discussion as to interest on this, referring to the money that Alicia
embezzled.
1. Answer from Jason Wicker – We are going to focus on the basic restitution. Any further
actions are predicated on receipt and clearance of the initial payment of $300 on June 3rd.
The restitution agreement did not include interest on the debt.
e. Joe Rose
i. How did we end up in a situation where she (Alicia) have both the debit card, the checkbook, and
oversight? When did that change?
ii. Jason reiterated Joe’s question as to how Alicia ended up with all of the financial instruments, and
answered that the previous Directors of Finance have taken over and done things their own way, and
since Gary wanted to “retire” and was no longer the DoF, it was up to Alicia how things were run.
1. Gary clarified that he is not intending to retire from serving CMA. Gary wanted off the board
because he can get more done as a staff member than a board member.
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f. Blaze
i. Agrees with the initial actions by Carly on April 29th to fully investigate and attempt full and
immediate restitution from Alicia. The problem occurs on May 10th when Alicia was at the board
meeting after she had stepped down, and the board was not told what was happening financially.
ii. Policies will be put in place for financial visibility. CMA will be following GAAP procedures. Blaze and
Gary are working diligently on fixing the issues. Almost all of the master passwords were changed by
Alicia.
iii. Blaze read through all of the board meeting minutes since this board was elected and noted that in
the minutes of a board meeting in February, Alicia stated that she was writing the checks. At that point,
the board had a responsibility to look at the books. Trust but verify.
g. Jason Wicker
i. This issue has exposed the problems and we can now go about the process of repairing them. Right
now the fix is Blaze. Once the documentation has been presented to the membership as a policy to
vote on, the permanent fix will be the policy of continued checks and balances.
h. Nikki Combs
i. We still do a P&L, profit and loss statement that is available to the membership, correct? And, to
verify the board, all of the officers sitting on the board, are elected positions and not compensated by
salary correct? You have been effectively slapped on the wrist, thank you for your good work and
taking responsibility for the organization.
i. Jennifer Birr
i. Reiterated concern as to why Alicia was left on the account after it was clear that she could not be
trusted.
j. Colleen Stevens
i. Thanked Carly for treating Alicia with compassion and not rushing to judgement before all of the
facts were in evidence.
k. Gary Park
The situation with Alicia is complicated, and we figured out what happened. The initial problem has been
solved and the restitution agreement is in place. When Carly contacted Gary he did give her information
concerning when and how the situation had occurred before and how it was resolved. Example of card misuse
by Bill Singleton, the immediate notification to the board, and the subsequent resignation from the position by
Bill. There was full and immediate restitution and CMA was not out any money at all. (There was a lot of back
ground talk from an unidentified woman concerning Carly leaving Alicia on the account. I assume this was from
a WebEx attendee who was not on mute, because I did not hear this in person at the meeting.) Continuation
from Gary – All of the board members are legally responsible for the financial assets of the corporation. What
Alicia did was a felony in the state of Texas. It is also a Federal offense because some of the funds are donated
tax exempt funds. Gary feels that the board should have been told immediately because the board is legally
responsible. The full board has acted effectively and reasonably. Note, that by the bylaws, CMA must follow
GAAP procedures. Not following those procedure was a breaking of the bylaws. If this had gone to the District
Attorney, CMA could have been in serious trouble. Gary goes on to give the timeline of finding the suspect
charges and freezing the card that Alicia was using. April 29th was a Friday, and Gary could not
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remove Alicia from the account by himself since Alicia was the duly elected Director of Finance. When Gary
first saw the charges, the last four digits of the card were unfamiliar to him and he first assumed that our
account had been spoofed and that the charges were being made by someone unrelated to CMA. Upon further
investigation with the bank, Gary found that Alicia had gotten a second debit card. Currently the only debit
card is in Gary’s name, and all of the checks are in Gary’s possession. Checks are written out of Quickbooks. A
purchase order system is in the works and will be put into place soon. CMA will no longer be using
reimbursement. Money that is approved to be spent will be given to the appropriate party for the expenditure.
We used to have a dishonesty bond for the people in CMA who handle cash, but it was costing CMA more than
CMA was receiving in income. Crime insurance is specifically for the board and officers who are financially
responsible for the organization. Gary is waiting on an answer from an agent from a corporation who only
insures 501c3 organizations. We will recover and we will be okay. There are two main issues that the membership should be concerned about. One, the two week delay in letting the board know. Two, access to the
accounts. We, the board used to have read only access to Quickbooks and read only access to the bank
account. Gary explained why the bank asked him to disable the read only access to the bank account because it
was not being used, had not been used in eighteen months, and was considered a security risk. Gary checked
Quickbooks and no one had been in Quickbooks since Gary had used the login in December, so it was disabled
as a security risk. Transparency Advocate, Billy David, will be given his own view access. All password changes
need to be logged with the office. A password document will be provided to the board so the entire board will
have access to the relevant passwords and security questions. The GAAP procedures were put into place in
2003 and there was no excuse for the board not to follow those bylaws. Gary promises that if it ever happens
again, he will tell the entire board and advocate at the same time. Line went dead at this point – Recording is
silent. Recording picks up and Gary still has the floor. What comes next is up to the membership. This is also
what we have an advocate for, to watch the board, and specifically for situations like this. Gary is NOT retiring
from CMA. He wants to stay off the board so he can get more of the business of the corporation handled.
l. Julie Dawson (Again there was a lot of crosstalk on the recording)
i. In the interest of moving forward, can we please have more transparency on the finances between
the board and the membership? Julie noticed that the balances in the last News & Notes that was sent
out could not possibly be correct when taking into account the previous expenses that had been
published. Can the membership see a profit and loss statement or a monthly balance sheet? If that had
been published, Julie would have caught the error right away.
1. Answer from Jason Wicker – We believe that is the direction we are going between the
policies that Blaze is writing and the actions that she has already taken to provide board access
and oversight.
m. Dea Friloux
i. How would the membership let someone on the board know that they have noticed a problem with
the profit and loss?
1. Answer – Contact Billy David, the Transparency Advocate
ii. If Alicia fails to pay back the funds and if criminal charges are filed, would Gary be held liable?
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1. Answer from Gary – Probably not.
n. Billy David
i. To reiterate, if anyone in the membership has any question about anything that is happening on the
board, please contact Billy. That is what his position is for. Billy is aware of what is happening and is
aware of what is going on with the board.
o. Megan Dobson
i. The good thing about having Billy as the initial Transparency Advocate is his prior knowledge of the
workings of the board. He knows what this (the board actions) is supposed to look like, and can ask
questions when or if he sees something amiss. He is at the board meetings and does have access to
board email, so he is fully aware of the actions of the board.
p. Jason Wicker
i. The board also utilizes Billy as a sounding board for the opinion of the membership when we have a
question concerning how our actions will be perceived.
q. Carolynn Zoll
i. Appreciate that the board had so much handled before bringing the issue to the membership. This
avoids chaos and panic. What are the next steps with Alicia? Should we revoke her membership?
There is precedent concerning dealing with individuals who have threatened the corporation.
1. Jason Wicker – That was an issue we were going to propose to the membership today after
presenting the issue to the membership. Amanda has been reviewing the termination of
membership policy. There is a clause concerning member privacy in the policy.
a. Megan Dobson – When you become a board member, there is a whole lot of
privacy that you waive. The right to privacy does not apply in this instance.
ii. Due to the appearance of complicit action in Carly not informing the board, Carolyn asks again why
Carly did not inform the board at the May 10th board meeting.
1. Carly McNamara - I was overwhelmed and made a mistake.
2. Megan Dobson – Gary also had the information, so Carly was not hiding it from the
corporation as a whole.
3. Jason Wicker – Question to Gary as to why Gary did not advise Carly to immediately notify
the board.
a. Gary Park – Beyond the legal requirement, it did not occur to Gary that Carly would
not notify the board. Gary assumed that Carly would, and did notify the board.
r. Bran Langley
i. Completely understands from having been in the ED position, sometimes situations come as such a
complete shock that a person is dumbfounded and needs a couple of days to process before
proceeding. Are we still discussing revoking Alicia’s membership? Bran requested a nod yes from the
board, which was received and acknowledged. Has the attorney been consulted concerning revoking
her membership and how revoking her membership might affect the restitution agreement?
1. Blaze – No that question has not been brought to our attorney.
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s. Rowan Badger
i. This is for most of us a profound shock, and there is a certain amount of anger, and for me at least,
grief in dealing with it. I understand that right now we really all want to talk this out, but it’s going to
take us weeks, if not months, as an organization, and as individuals, to respond to this, not just
practically, but emotionally. When will the organization be notified via official channels of this? Right
now, as far as I know, only the people sitting here know.
1. Megan Dobson – The board discussed notification of the membership immediately
following this meeting to the email Constant Contact list, which is our official line of communication with the membership.
t. Jason Wicker
i. Motion that the board vote to suspend Alicia Wilson’s membership for a year and a day with the
membership making a determination on long term dispensation at Samhain 2016.
ii. Second – Amanda Boehm
1. Board vote to suspend Alicia Wilson’s membership for a year and a day.
a. In favor 6
b. Abstain 1 (Blaze)
iii. The motion passes
iv. The Director of Records will draft a letter to Alicia Wilson notifying her of her suspended
membership status, and ineligibility to attend Samhain 2016 due to said membership status.
u. Nikki Combs
i. Motion to table further discussion of this topic and move on with the agenda
ii. Alan McMahon Second
There is a lot of garbled and unintelligible talk here and immediately following Carolynn’s question.
v. Carolynn Zoll – Called a question
i. Asks Carly if she is prepared to move forward as executive director given the nature of the mistake
made. It was a violation to the board and the membership.
1. Carly McNamara – Carly is certain that she has learned this lesson and can move forward
with the board.
w. Joe Rose – Called a question
i. We had a working process when you (Carly) became executive director, and we had a bookkeeper,
and Gary was watching the finances. Under your administration all of that changed and you gave it all
to one person, Alicia. It is a pretty huge liability issue and I would ask for your resignation for it. In the
interest of the corporation, I ask for you (Carly) to step down. This is a formal request for a vote of no
confidence in Carly.
The fact that there is a motion on the floor is reiterated at this point.
Vote is called on the motion on the floor from Nikki Combs.
In Favor 91
Against 24
Abstain 46
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Motion Passes which renders the questions called by Carolynn Zoll and Joe Rose moot.
Additional notes from Blaze:
Motion to close discussion and move on with agenda. This motion was made and seconded, and then
Joe and Zoll made their motion and second. Because this motion was first it was voted on and Joe and
Zoll’s motions died.
At this point there is a 15 minute break called by Willow
Break at 1:55 PM
Return at 2:16 PM
Reminder from the DoC to those dialed in to mute their phones due to the amount of crosstalk prior to the break.
G. Question from member to DoC Dobson during break: Did former DoC Lowrey's resignation have anything to do with
the situation with former DoF Wilson?
a. Friday stepped down due to personal health concerns, and had nothing whatsoever to do with Alicia’s
financial malfeasance.
b. This statement was confirmed by the Billy David, the Transparency Advocate.
H. Discussion and action on tabling the following items until the Samhain GW. (These items can be addressed individually or tabled per the will of the membership)
a. Board/Staff reports
b. Old Business
i. Staff Tenure Policy
1. The membership voted to adopt this policy at Samhain 2015. The implementation of this
policy was extremely difficult due to the run-off elections. Request that the membership
remove this policy for re-wording, re-work by the policy committee.
ii. Grievance Committee issue – tabled from Samhain 2015
1. Request by Willow to table to Samhain with the understanding that Director of Member
Services and the Transparency Advocate are best suited to take ownership of this issue.
iii. Adult ticket prices – This was added to the agenda by Carly and she requested that the issue be
tabled to Samhain.
iv. Allow the board to create an adult student ticket price for college students.
v. Close the Lifetime membership program prior to selling the remaining available memberships.
vi. Blaze (The recording is very garbled here)
1. Motion to table all issues above (a. – b. v.)
2. Second Alan McMahan
3. Friendly amendment that item b. iv. be discussed and voted on
a. Blaze accepted friendly amendment
4. Voted by acclamation
a. Motion Passed
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I. Discussion to allow the board to create an adult student ticket price for college students.
a. Alan Moondragon
i. states that this is an important issue and asks that the membership give it due consideration.
b. Carolynn Zoll
i. What criterion will be used to establish who is a student?
1. That will be decided by the board once the membership has decided whether or not this
class of ticket will be created.
c. Rowan Badger
i. Bringing in students and new blood benefits the community as a whole.
ii. Which board member would be taking responsibility for this program?
1. The entire board indicates to MamaBear
d. Bran Langley
i. Can we look at both ticket price and membership price?
1. Megan Dobson – Changing the membership price would require a change in the bylaws
because it would create another class of membership. Also, a change in ticket price would
have more positive financial impact on students than changing the price of membership.
e. Candyce Eskew
i. The cost of ticket prices at Beltane decimated the student camp attendance. Another appeal to vote
for this change.
f. Billy David
i. College graduates have more disposable income and can better support CMA in the future
g. Amanda Boehm
i. Motion to vote to allow the board to investigate and create an adult student ticket price
ii. Second - Daniel Birr
iii. Vote
1. In Favor – 161
2. Opposed – none
3. Abstain – none
4. The motion passes unanimously. The board will implement this, please give the board time
to do our due diligence and find the correct price point for this class of ticket.
J. Yearly revenue opportunities
a. Amazon Smile
i. Remember to donate to CMA through Amazon Smile. There is a link in News and Notes that will pull
up CMA.
b. Hour per Month
i. This is a very flexible program that sets up a recurring donation to CMA for a fixed amount per
month. This program can be set for a fixed duration, or can renew indefinitely until the member
requests to end the program. Email the Director of Finance, and/or, Gary Park to get set up in the
program. It is the goal that the Hour per Month program will eventually be able to completely cover
CMA’s monthly expenses
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c. Jason Wicker
i. The board welcomes your input to raise revenue. Our job is to donate to CMA, not for CMA to donate to us.
d. Blaze
i. Would feel much more comfortable about CMA’s financial health if we had another $2,000 in the bank before
ticket revenue comes in.
e. Bran Langley
i. Is it possible to make direct donations through PayPal?
1. Yes – Please send a message to Gary Park and he can assist with donations through PayPal.
f. Joe Rose
i. A lot of us have our RV’s out here all year…. Jason Wicker interjected that there is plan. After Pamela’s
comment, Joe was invited to complete his question. Could the RV owners pay $20 a month to store their RV’s at
CMA.
1. Jason Wicker – There are several plans in the work and several options will be brought to the
membership at Samhain for a member vote.
g. Pamela Dragonflame
i. Reminder to the board to be more respectful and not cut members off
K. Announcements
a. Update on Member Portal
i. Gary Park – Software has been acquired. Several directors and members have volunteered to assist with the
member portal. We will get it up and running, correctly, as quickly as we can.
b. Samhain 2016 Board Candidates
i. Willow - Please think carefully about becoming a candidate. We need more than one candidate to run for a
position. Know, that even if there is only one candidate running for election for a board position, unless that
candidate receives 50% +1 of the vote of the entire membership, that person is NOT elected. The membership
still has a choice, even if there is only one candidate running. If no one is elected, the board can appoint some
one to the board position. Formstack will open within the next two weeks.
ii. Declarations deadline – August 1
iii. Voting opens – September 1
c. Samhain Planning Meeting date - July 3rd
i. The Board met on June 7th and has amended the date of the Samhain Planning Meeting to Saturday July 9th,
at 3:00 PM CST. This will allow families to enjoy the July 4th holiday.
d. Samhain Theme - Beyond the Ashes
i. Deadline for graphics submissions is July 15
1. graphics@magickal-arts.org
2. A blurb will go out in the next News and Notes
3. The winner will receive a comp ticket to Beltane 2017
e. Bylaws Committee - The Bylaws committee needs to meet between Beltane and Samhain for the following actions
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i. Please email Willow if you are a member of the Bylaws Committee or would like to be a member of the Bylaws
Committee. Scribe@magickal-arts.org
ii. Take action concerning the vote that was taken at Samhain 2015 to eliminate the requirement in the use of
Roberts Rules of Order in the Business meetings.
iii. Take action concerning adding the new directors and their tenure to the bylaws
f. Policy Committee - The Policy committee needs to meet between Beltane and Samhain to update policies and
incorporate policies that were voted on by the membership at Samhain 2015.
i. The policy committee has already been contacted by the Director of Records
g. CMA Societies Announcement
i. Amanda Boehm – Several of the societies are not currently active. Amanda will be working with Pamela to get
a current list of societies and will be reaching out to the society leaders to encourage more involvement.
L. Q/A from Membership
a. Question from Bran Langley
i. Is the insurance current?
1. Gary Park – Answer: it was paid in April during the event.
b. Question from William Stevens
i. This is a question about how things are actually happening on the board. We keep hearing about partial board
meetings, and mini board meetings, and then full board meetings, and my question is are these partial board
meetings and all the notes and minutes being presented at some point to all of the board? Or are the minimeetings just emails between those parties?
1. Jason Wicker – Answer: There have not been any mini meetings or unofficial meetings. Minutes are
taken at all of the meetings. The meetings are also recorded. We have had an emergency board meeting
to discuss the situation with Alicia.
2. Blaze – Answer: The board also uses FB messenger for informal communication.
3. Willow – Answer: All votes or official communication is moved to email or to the agenda of the next
board meeting. There are minutes taken for each board meeting.
c. Statement from Alchemy “ I thank the board for their service to our Spirit Haven family”
d. Question from Thao Tran
i. Are there any outlines available for hosting an event on the property that is outside of a CMA event? For
example: FreezerBurn, WitchFire, or TAPS (Texas Alliance of Pagan Students)
1. Jason Wicker – Answer: the procedure is in process. Please allow the board to flesh out a plan to
present to the membership.
e. Question from Maeven Eller-Five via Joe Rose
i. Is it true that Carly will be moving to Scotland and will not be at Samhain?
1. Carly McNamara – Answer: Yes Carly is moving to Scotland in September to work on her PhD.
f. Statement from Pamela Dragonflame concerning Accord deadline and theme. June 1, Scared Spaces
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M. New Business – two very quick calls for new business were made. In hindsight and after post meeting feedback from the mem‐
bership, this should have been handled in a more professional manner, and by the meeting chair.
N. Board and Transparency Advocate Letters of Commitment (This was delayed at Samhain due to the runoff elections)
a. The letters of commitment were read in the following order:
i. Carly McNamara
ii. Amanda Boehm
iii. Mary Willow Dove
iv. Jason Wicker
v. Carlas “MamaBear” Smith
vi. D Blaze Johnson
vii. Megan Dobson
viii. Billy David – Transparency Advocate
O. Announcement of Date of next meeting – October 23, 2016
P. Meeting Close 3:21 PM
a. There was not an official motion to close the meeting. Although CMA Membership Meetings no longer operate under
Roberts Rules of Order, a cohesive set of operating guidelines for meetings is necessary. The Director of Records and the Director
of Finance are in communication with a member who has agreed to serve as the Parliamentarian at Samhain to ensure that the
meeting is conducted in a more orderly and professional manner.

Rowan Badger asked that the following statement be included in the minutes.

I am writing this as the meeting is ongoing, because I wish my statements to enter into the formal record in my words.
I am shocked and heartsick over the disclosure of embezzlement on the 2016 Board. I have deep concerns about the timeline of
notification. I feel that full Board information of the ongoing situation should have been made, at the very least, during the very
first Board meeting after discovery. For there not to have been a full and immediate disclosure raises questions we should not have
to ask, as a membership.
I am disappointed in many things about how it has been handled, and I know that further contemplation will only raise more
questions.
THAT SAID.
I understand that leadership is a balance of practicality, rules, and compassion. As someone who has held leadership positions in
different organizations, I know from experience that the hardest battle can be with personal empathy. We want, so much, to think
the best of one another. We want to assume good intentions. We want to believe it is a mistake, an innocent or careless one, and
that can stay our hands.
In that moment, it is hard to find the path of justice, the path of compassion, and the path of safety.
As Manager of Safety Services, I formally commit each festival to seek the balance between the needs and rights of the individual
and the safety and the needs of the membership. While my role in finding that balance is less onerous than yours, I do have empa‐
thy for that conflict. I know how hard it is, in the moment, to make fast decisions that correctly balance those needs. I know how
much easier it is to see, from outside or in hindsight, the right path.
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The case for informing earlier, for more safeguards, for more oversight, has been adequately made.
Instead, I need to take this moment to acknowledge and honor the role of compassion in this decision. While it turned out that
wrongdoing had occurred, in the first light of discovery there was a choice to lead from an expectation of guilt, and potentially ruin
an innocent woman, or to lead from the potential of a reasonable explanation and risk that informed oversight might be insuffi‐
cient if continued access continued.
I believe it was Thomas Jefferson who said that our system of justice should be based on the ideal that it was far better for many
guilty men to go free than for an innocent man to be punished.
In this, I see a belief that we must, first, be human beings with one another. I feel that the decisions made regarding the handling
of suspected malfeasance were in that light, and while I do hope that the lessons learned about legal ramifications, the need for
documentation, proper notification and minimizing risk carry forward with the Council of Magickal Arts, I also want to ask that we
not swing, as a pendulum, away from the path of compassion in leadership.
In love and trust,
Rowan Badger
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The following authors are on break.
Lead to Gold
By Maeven Eller--‐Five

Across the Fence
By Rosethorn

From the desk of The Auntie @ Crone’s Corner
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Have you read…
”Hoodoo Honey and Sugar Spells” by Deacon Millet

Book Review by
Valna Asterman
Hi Y’all,
I love little books from different sources and different traditions. Today my review is a little book from the
Lucky Mojo Curio Company.
Let me tell you about “Hoodoo Honey and Sugar Spells” by Deacon Millett. This book while small, is chocked full of
information. It defines Hoodoo, Conjure and Rootwork while is tells you what Hoodoo is not. It lists several sources
and spells for a large variety of sweet works. Hoodoo and Rootwork are not about an aspect of deity / nor religion
and they provide the base mechanics of magick like Sympathetic work or “green” work. Therefore it is not about
worship...it is about knowing the basics and using it to sweeten the world around you.

This book may not be for everyone and yet I think the instructions could benefit anyone
who wanted to understand the basic work in a traditional practice.
Happy Alban Efin
And sweet blessings for us all.
Valna A.

Sacred Spaces Coordinator
It was good to have all of our Sacred Spaces
come together this last festival for a lovely
ritual, I hope that you all enjoyed it.
Valna Asterman
There are no team or staff reports from these
areas:
Historian — Mary Wolf & Internet Admin — Ibis

Ranch Manager
You can find our page on Facebook
https://facebook.com/groups/LandCrew/.
If you desire to become a part of the maintenance
team please contact us for details at this email:
ranchmanager@spirithaven.org
See our upcoming workend schedules on page 52 of
this issue.
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A Cup of Tea
While I love a hot cup of tea there are times during the summer when a nice glass of
iced tea just hits the spot. Of course since the sun is out 99% of each summer day
I take advantage of it’s rays to brew my tea. Here is one of my favorites for those hot
summer days.
Fresh Peach Tea
Take your favorite tea either bag or loose leaf (I prefer loose leaf green tea). Fill a gallon or larger glass jar
(well cleaned pickle jars work great) with fresh water and add your tea. Cover and let set in the direct sun till
brewed, the color will vary based on the tea you use and your preference.
While this is being brewed by the sun take 2 medium peaches and slice or 1 c frozen. Add 1 T Honey or
Agave and 2 c water to a boil then reduce heat and simmer 15 minutes. Do not mash or stir the fruit. Once
cooked strain the fruit. Keep poached fruit in an airtight container in fridge for future use on yogurt or ice
cream.
Once tea is done. Add syrup and tea to glasses of ice. If you want add a peach or two and some mint leaves
to top it off.
Enjoy this refreshing summer drink.

What is an Area Rep?
Have questions about CMA? Want to join but you’re not sure who to talk to? Find out what is
happening in your local area through their quarterly reports. Ready to put a name to a face come
out to some of the local events where our reps will be happy to answer your questions and get you
connected with your specific community.

Austin
Austin has its Fourth Friday Pagan Night Out every month at the Austin Java at 12th and Lamar at 7pm on the
back patio. Our reps are Candyce, Janis/Caliope, and Laura.
To keep up with local events, join the CMA Austin Facebook group at https://www.facebook.com/
groups/523531024350569/ and the Austin Pagan Facebook group at https://www.facebook.com/groups/
austinpagan/! You can also reach the reps at austin@magickal-arts.org for any questions.
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North Texas
I’d like to request that the folks who reside in the North Texas area to please contact me so that I can get a
head count from those who read the Accord and from the newsletter.
Here are some links to other local events and locations.
Groovy Goods hosts Drum Jams and Open Mic nights https://www.facebook.com/GroovyGoodsTX
There is a weekly Drum Jam in Dallas at the Green Elephant http://www.greenelephantdallas.com/#!
Sacred Journey Fellowship in Garland hosts celebrations http://www.sacredjourneyuu.org/
~~Your North Texas Area Representative,
Daniel Birr aka "Buddha"
Namaste'

Outlands
I'm afraid there wasn't much of a structured meeting at festival. Although, I have gotten general feedback.
Most prominently, people want lower ticket prices or showers. People feel the $75 price is far too high for
an event that does not offer showers. The general feeling is that ticket prices should be significantly low‐
ered until the shower issue is solved.
There was also quite a bit of disappointment and even distress at the lack of a Revel Fire on Thursday. The
last time we didn't have Revel on a Thursday (not counting burn bans) was Beltaine 2003 when the later
ousted board tried to gaslight us in to believing the Thursday night fire was "always in Krew camp." This
latest festival's lack of Thursday Revel felt eerily similar. I did hear good things about the main ritual in
Grandmother's Grove. However, both Grandmother's and Herne's have accessibility issues. Late Thursday,
people wanted to gather for revel with the whole community in a central location, not trek down to a far
corner of the land. I recommend we always have a central Revel Fire on all three nights of festival.
Aside from those two things, folks were very happy with the festival. I heard several people, myself includ‐
ed, say this was a particularly good one for them. Friday night's fire was epic and many people wanted to
convey their compliments of the dragon build. I also heard newbees express that they had found a
home. All in all, great work.
BB
Killina
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San Antonio
PNO’s are held at Candlelight Café on the 13th of every month. Since the Candlelight is closed on Sundays
and Mondays if the 13th falls on a Sunday we meet on the Saturday the 12th instead; if on a Monday then
join us on Tuesday the 14th. Depending on the weather we either meet outside on the side patio or inside.
We start around 6:30 and stay sometimes till close.
SAPPD had their first fundraiser on May 1st at the Wonderland of Americas Mall it was a great success. This
years SAPPD is scheduled for the same location on Saturday September 17th. We already have some great
entertainment scheduled, several vendors will be in attendance including our own Blessed Bee Winery, Elven
Keep and of course CMA will be represented.
Come and join us there will be vendors, workshops and entertainment.
SA Rep and SAPPD Coordinator: Pamela DragonFlame

Areas with No Reports
Central Texas — centraltexas@magickal-arts.org
CMA Youth Rep — No Email
Coastal Bend — coastal_bend@magickal-arts.org
Merchants — merchantsrep@magickal-arts.org
Southeast Texas — set@magickal-arts.org
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Sit A Spell
Summer brings so many flavors to us that it is sometimes hard to decide
exactly what ones to experience first. There are some items that while we can get them
year round now due to the modern conveniences the flavors are not the same as the ones that are actually
let grow and harvested as nature intended. For me watermelon is one of those. I love the taste and on
those hot summer days when cooking just seems out of the kitchen I make use of this awesome treat. Let
me share one of my favorite dishes. It is an unusual combination of flavors, and very delicious!
Summer Pea, Watermelon, and Farro Salad
Ingredients:


1 cup uncooked farro or wheat berries



1 cup shelled green peas (about 3/4 pound unshelled)



1/2 teaspoon salt



1/4 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper



1 cup cubed seeded watermelon



1 cup coarsely chopped fresh flat-leaf parsley



1/3 cup (1 1/2 ounces) shaved fresh pecorino Romano
cheese

Preparation:
1. Place farro in a large saucepan, and cover with water to 2 inches above farro. Bring to a boil. Cover, re‐
duce heat, and simmer for 23 minutes or until desired degree of doneness.
2. Add green peas to pan with farro, and cook for 2 minutes or until crisp-tender. Drain and rinse farro
mixture with cold water; drain.
3. Combine farro mixture, 1/2 teaspoon salt, and 1/4 teaspoon black pepper in a large bowl. Add the wa‐
termelon cubes and 1 cup chopped parsley, and toss gently to combine. Top salad with Romano
cheese.
In the meantime keep the fires burning…….just not as hot for the summer…..

The Accord

* Summer

Guilds & Societies - No Reports
Afro-Pagans Society—Heather Sutton
Arachne Society— Melissa Honeybee
Brewers & Imbibers—Mike Miller & Aarrick
Chanters Chorus— Omorka
CMA Fire & Flow Performance Society—Amanda
Family Society — Mary Ellen
Friends of the Fairy Mound Society— Letha
Men’s Society— Heath Spencer & Jason Wicker
Temple of the Dancers—Meredith
The Fig and Pomegranate Society— Meredith
The Texas Alliance of Pagan Students (TAPS) - Laura Jones
I know there are other societies and guilds If you want your group to have coverage in the Accord
please email me accord@magickal-arts.org.
Thanks, Pamela DragonFlame

Labyrinth —
Coordinators: Alex, Richard,
Alan & Candyce
Email: labyrinth@spirithaven.org
The Labyrinth is alive and filled with energy. Several
new gifts were placed within the Labyrinth and this
made the fae very happy. We were once more very
happy to participate in the Friday night lights.

into it walking the twists and turns and once in the
heart I sit there to either meditate or commune with
the fae. Each time I do this I leave with a greater
sense of who I am and the energy of not only the
Labyrinth but the land as well.
I invite you to come out the next festival to have this
same experience for yourself. Naturally a gifts of
your favorite libations or treats of chocolate are a
pleasure for the fae as well. Bring a stone to solidify
the lines and leave your energy and thoughts of love
to energize the stone.

Even though I have been actively participating in the
Labyrinth for years and am now one of the Labyrinth
Alan MoonDragon,
Masters I am always amazed at how awesome the
Master Labyrinth Keeper
time I spend inside the Heart of the Labyrinth is. I
can go
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generosity is much appreciated.

Lothlorien Woods —
Coordinator: Kenneth & Lyryal
Email lothlorien@spirithaven.org

A huge shout out to Samazon and her company, Alien
Sign Source, for the sign at Lothlorien Woods and all
the Sacred Spaces at Spirit Haven Ranch.

Blessings from the Caretakers of Lothlorien Woods.
Thank you to all the members of CMA who made
Beltane 2016 an amazing event. There was a stag
hunt in Lothlorien Woods this Beltane ran by Gigi and
her coven.
The main altar in Lothlorien Woods had to be moved
do to the erosion of the creek bank. There will be an
Altar setting and dedication at Samhain 2016.

Many thanks to all of our fellow Sacred Spaces
Coordinators for their help with Saturday Night's
Main Ritual: Blessings of the Belfire. It was an honor
and a privilege to write a ritual that gave back to the
community that worships in the spaces we tend.
Your Caretakers of Lothlorien Woods,
~~~Ken & Lyryal

We would like to thank Winter for donating two new
altars to Lothlorien Woods. Her love, kindness and

No Reports
Bridhid’s Temple Complex - Coordinator: Carly
Council Oak Meditation - Coordinators: Gary & Joe Rose
Dragon’s Nest Temple - Coordinator: Stefan
Grandmother’s Grove - Laura
Grounding & Centering Temple - Coordinator: Goo
Handfasting Grove - Coordinators: Colleen & Sticker Bill
Herne’s Hollow - Coordinator: Maeven Eller-Five
Meditation Meadow - Coordinator: Goo
Memorial Grove - Coordinator: Letha
Self Blessing Station - Coordinator: Elaine
Spirit Fire - Coordinator: ?
Temple Ganesha - Coordinator: Melissa Honeybee
Volk Ve - Coordinator: Chopper
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How Did CMA and Our Sacred Spaces Come to Be?
Interview of Valna by Pamela DragonFlame

I do not know about you but from the first time that I came onto the sacred land of CMA I felt the
magick there and began to wonder just how CMA and each of the sacred spaces came to be. Why was that
specific area chosen and why that particular name? I honestly believe that it is important to know our history
and the beginnings of our roots so to speak. It is with that in mind that I chose the theme for this edition of
the Accord.
It saddens me to discover that unfortunately many of those who are the caretakers of the original
Sacred Spaces do not know their history. I found it to be a great experience walking down memory lane with
Valna, one of our first Executive Directors, as she shared her knowledge of our history. I enjoyed the chance
to gather this information to answer some of my questions and hopefully yours as well. What follows is a
commentary by Valna.
The original founders of CMA were a small group of pagans who were of a like mind and wanted a
place where they could worship and commune together. Some of them were Elksinger, the Blue Lady, Birdie,
Lady Pheonix, Lady Bridgette, Hersch to name a few. Originally CMA was known as the Council of Mystickal
Arts (CMA). The first event only had about forty people and we did not spend the night.
We made CMA a place where we could practice in light and love with others of like minds in perfect
love and perfect trust. That was our original Mission Statement. Later our name changed to the Council of
Magickal Arts because of the connotation that was connect with the word ‘mystickal’. There were so many
things that happened those first eight years. We met at various homes and properties. We first went to Rec
Plant during my term as Executive Director because we were out growing the other locations and needed a
place where we could meet safely without some of the limitations, the freedom to go sky clad for example,
some of the other locations such as the state parks did not allow. We transitioned to Rec Plant, where we
remained for ten years.
Originally for someone to attend our festivals they had to personally know someone who was already
a member. Remember there was no internet so our events were not posted everywhere. Since our locations
where not published like they are today; one of the things that was always told to attendees was to look for
the broom on the gate. I’d love to see that symbol come back just to add a piece of history back into our
events. Also at the time the person who invited a guest was responsible for their behavior.
It was different back then in many ways, the main one being that for an individual to lead a large
ritual it was required that they would have studied with someone we knew and be a Priest or Priestess. It
was a time of growth and tradition sharing. Back then it was common to have folks take care of and watch
out for one another. It was a time of close relationships and we stayed in touch with each other in between
festivals.
When we first started using Rec Plant it was agreed that we needed to be very mindful of the land
and not misuse it. Due to this there was a limit to how many people were allowed on the land so we waited
for our tickets in the mail, filled out the application, included our payment and immediately drove it to the
post office so that we would be guaranteed a spot.
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How Did CMA and Our Sacred Spaces Come to Be? (Cont.)
Soon we knew we needed to look for another place as we were growing. When the land was first purchased
and being cleared our own Slinky was the first person to encounter Council Oak. It was named by the folks
who were first there. Everyone talked about how great it was to camp near Council Oak because the energy
was so amazing. For this reason there were workshops held under its limbs and folks gathered there just to
visit. We also had a dragon tree and a grandmother tree which have all gone with the turning of the wheel.
There have been many changes since we first came to SpiritHaven. One of those is that originally
Fairy Mound was where Rainbow Camp is now located. It was a wonderful place and lots of work went into
making it a great place for the children. There were things to climb and it encouraged their imagination.
Sometime later it was torn down and relocated to the current location.
When Sacred Spaces were first established they had to be open and not to just one specific tradition
so that everyone regardless of their path could enjoy and worship in the space. Over the past few years that
has changed as new spaces are added. Still there is a proper process in order to create a sacred space. One
must present their proposal to the Sacred Space Coordinator. The proposal needs to include the intent for
the space, how it will be funded and who will care for it as well. Funding is never provided by CMA.
I guess that our very first Sacred Space was Grandmother’s Grove. Originally we had created it at Rec
Plant before we had our own SpiritHaven. When we left Rec Plant the space was undone and our own
Maeven Five was instrumental in carrying this concept over to SpiritHaven were it was quickly put together.
Another Sacred Space we originally started at Rec Plant was the Self Blessing Station. At that time a
different coven would be responsible for the care of the station for the entire weekend. They would set it up
through their tradition which allowed us to experience others traditions. Originally this was not considered
a sacred space because it was something that was put up and taken down each festival. Which meant that
often there was not a space, so having it as a permanent space is nice.
Another Sacred Space was one that was originally seen at Heartland. It was know as Herne’s Hollow,
Maeven Five and I discussed it and she brought it to our own land. If you have never taken a stroll down to
our Herne’s Hollow, the next time that you are on the land make it a point to do so. You will most definitely
feel the energy there.
During the time that Maeven Five was the Executive Director, she had also seen a few other spaces at
Heartland that she felt would fit right in at CMA so she brought them to SpiritHaven. They were the Temple
of the Dancers and the Drummers Temple. The other was the Grounding and Centering Sacred Space;
where every one could leave their woes and cares behind and prepare for their festival time.
One of the first Sacred Spaces that required an environmentalist was our Handfasting Grove. It was
originally established by Acacia & Murlynn, who planned for it to be closer to the creek. The CMA environ‐
mentalist at the time, advised us of the best location for it was about 30 feet above the creek in order to
avoid the probability of flooding.
Originally ‘the fire’ was Spirit Fire. This was where the dancers went, but once sand was put down it
made it hard for the dancers especially since scorpions live in the sand. This area later became known as the
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How Did CMA and Our Sacred Spaces Come to Be? (Cont.)
‘quiet fire’ in Phoenix Meadow or where we had rituals.
We had a gentleman, Doc, who wanted to live in Ireland but was not allowed to so once we had our
land he would sit up his harp every morning in what was originally known as Brighid’s Crossing and now
called Brighid’s Temple Complex, Each morning we would gather and greet the morning to his wonderful
harp playing. He would do Irish lilts and other awesome songs. Since then it has changed hands from Doc to
Goo and Bran and currently Carly is the caretaker.
One of our current Sacred Spaces was not originally a intend to be one and that is our Fire Ring which
is located in Magick Meadow. It had to be reworked because originally it could cause folks to get trapped
between the fire and others. It is much safer now. Once the fire crew took it over and it began to be treated
and managed by people who really know how to build a fire all that changed.
Originally one of our past members loved the natural amphitheater in what is now known as Lothlo‐
rien Woods. After awhile he left to pursue other endeavors and the area was renamed Lothlorien and refur‐
bished to what we know today.
Labyrinth - is an awesome sacred space that was created originally by Alexandria and Mary Wolf.
Following this article is a wonderful article that details for us exactly how the Labyrinth came into existence.
One of the current locations that is known as a Sacred Space today was never officially voted on by
the membership but has become one over time. This is known as Memorial Grove which is where members
have been using to remember their loved one who have transitioned from this plane.
Volk Ve - Was the first sacred space that was allowed to be a specific tradition and is one of our newer
spaces.
In the process of overcoming the obstacles that she faced as she was loosing her sight, Melissa Hon‐
eybee found that Ganesha was a great comfort to her and wanted to create a Sacred Space which is how
Temple Ganesha came to exist. It was definitely an act of love. Temple Ganesha is only about 3 years old
now.
The newest sacred space Dragon’s Nest, was created almost at the same time as Temple Ganesha.
Stefan created this space because there are many members of CMA who practice dragon magick and felt it
would be a welcomed addition. Stefan did a great job and the energy there is easily felt.
There are other sacred spaces proposed such as a Medicine Wheel, that will be beautiful when it is
completed. And then there is one to honor Bastet. So keep your eye out for these future spaces.
We have grown and changed over the years. As in all things there are cycles, some changes are great
some not so good and at times I feel that there have been instances when we have lost sight of the roots of
our beginnings and what we as an organization stood for. It is important to know our history and be aware
so that we do not make the same mistakes and harm our beloved community. It is my hope that as new folks
come to visit and join CMA that we remember where we have been, the mistakes that we have made and the
successes as well. As in all things there is always the turning of the wheel.
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The Origins of the Labyrinth
Submitted by Alexandria

It was winter 2005. The day was cold, clear, and crisp. Mary Wolf and I were walking the land way back in the
woods beyond Refugee Camp. We were near the fence that separates us from our neighbor when we
struggled out of a thick stand of trees and found ourselves at the edge of a beautiful clearing. The crystalline
drops of dew strung on the tiny silk strands of hundreds of spider webs caught the filtered light of the early
morning sun. We were bathed in a shower of twirling rainbows. They danced around us enticing us to play
the day away.
As the sun rose higher, the giggling around us grew louder and we realized we had been drawn into the
world of the Fae. The magick bid us follow a path. We smiled at each other, knowing it would be useless to
resist. We soon found ourselves on the road at the
back edge of Spirit Haven. The Fae danced around
us as we made our way back to the rest of the
campers.
All day, we had the feeling that something
extraordinary had happened, but we couldn’t quite
articulate it. The Fae seemed expectant and
insistent, but about what, we didn’t know. After
the days work was done, we settled around the
fire and listened to the land. Everyone that night
seemed more playful than usual, silly, yet
somehow more connected.

Mary and I awoke the next morning, both of us having dreamt of distant and far-away worlds, with that same
feeling of expectation and insistence. During breakfast we spoke of circles, sacred spaces, and improvements
to the land and came to the same conclusion – the land needed a Labyrinth. The feeling of that “AHA!”
moment sent both of us into a giggling fit.
Seeking an escape from the startled looks of our fellow
campers, Mary and I went scouting and found (or, more
accurately, were led to) a place we thought would be
perfect for a Labyrinth. And wouldn’t you know? It was
directly across the road from the path we had taken out
of the woods the day before. We stood in the middle of
the clearing, grinned like idiots, and both got goose
bumps. The laughter around us resumed and we knew
this was the spot.
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The Origins of the Labyrinth (Cont.)
After a brief search, we found Joe Rose (who was Land Director at the time) and asked if he could come with
us for a few minutes. On the way to the clearing, we told him about the idea for the Labyrinth. Once we
arrived at the spot, he experienced the same shivery feeling that had overcome us earlier in the day. He
agreed with the idea, but told us there was one provision: The membership had to approve any major
changes to the land.
So, at The Treasures of Beltaine, 2005, I found myself
addressing the membership. Reading from a proposal
that Mary Wolf had written and trying to ignore the
Fae giggling all around me, I somehow managed to get
it all out. After only a few questions, the proposal was
unanimously approved.
All the following summer and into the fall, many of us
worked; clearing the space (some brush, a couple of
small stands of mesquites), placing the gates,
surveying the exact layout of the Labyrinth, gathering
materials, and mowing all the paths in and out. There were so many people who put their passion into the
Labyrinth before a single stone was laid, that I knew the community as a whole would love it as well.
At Samhain, 2005 the first stones were laid. At every event since, the line of stones has grown more complete
and the spaces between the stones are slowly disappearing. Each time I walk the Labyrinth, I see new stones.
I see individuals within the whole; handmade stones, crystal clusters, river stones, statues, and more.
Now here we are, eleven years after the membership approved this project and I see a beautiful
representation of the community of Spirit Haven.
All of us together have built, and continue to build, the Labyrinth. The Fae showed us the way and we
followed.
Where there was only a clearing, now there is sacred space.
Where there was silence, now laughter fills the air.
Occasionally I get the question: “Will the Labyrinth ever be finished?” My
answer is: “I hope not!” For it is in the act of building that community is
found, not in the act of completion.
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The Origins of the Labyrinth (Cont.)
When all the stones touch one another on all the lines of the Labyrinth, some will say it is complete, but not
me. I will be the one to set the next stone on top of the last one and continue to build upon that foundation.
I can only hope that others will do so as well.
Through our work, everyone plays. And in our work, there is play. The Fae are ever present in the Labyrinth,
reminding us to play.
Come out and play with them.
Add your stone and continue to build upon community.
Add your passion and watch the flame grow brighter.
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Temple Ganesh
By Melissa Honeybee

Temple Ganesh was dedicated Samhain of 2014 and is the first Sacred
Space dedicated to a deity in the Hindu Pantheon. The Temple is semisecluded, located right off of the main footpath in Meditation Woods on the
way to Grandmother's Grove, and can partially be seen from the main road.
There is a permanent stone altar dedicated to Lord Ganesh and beautiful dap‐
pled sunlight with lovely tree coverage. It is truly a magickal, auspicious Sa‐
cred Space. It is available for semi-quiet meditation and puja/worship, solo or
group yoga, chanting, workshops, Handfastings, etc. There is also a stone
platform next to the altar for breaking coconuts in honor of Lord Ganesh.
Namaste, Melissa Honeybee

CMA fundraising program - One Hour per Month
CMA workends are a great way to deepen your connection with our community and to make a real
contribution to our organization. But for many, attending workends is difficult or even impossible. Work
schedules, family commitments, distance and a host of other issues often leave our members wondering
what they can do to help from where they are.
In this spirit, we bring you One Hour per Month! By signing up for this ongoing program, members commit
to donating one hour's worth of their wages to CMA via Paypal every month. With enough participation,
small amounts add up to make a big difference to CMA! Contact finance@magickal-arts.org for more infor‐
mation and program enrollment details.
Communications Staff Appointment
The Director of Communications is pleased to announce the appointment of Samazon to the position of
Marketing Lead. Samazon has a wealth of professional expertise in design and marketing and a personal
passion for service to our community. Welcome to the team!
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Lothlorien

Temple Ganesh

I am the architect of the Sacred Spaces Main
Ritual. It was kind of a vision that started me
conceptualizing this ritual. I saw fire lines drawn
across Spirit Haven all leading to the Fire Ring. So,
with the input of my fellow sacred spaces
coordinators I was able to design a ritual that made
my vision reality. The idea of blessings from each
sacred space on our community came out of purpose
of the ritual. I wanted everyone to have a voice and it
be our collective wishes for our community and not
just the wishes of the designer of the ritual. I am
happy with the magic that was spawned by our
ritual. ~~~ Ken Johnson

Temple Ganesh was honored to be included
with the Sacred Spaces Ritual at Beltane. It was my
pleasure to stand in for Melissa Mcgee and be a part
of the Ritual.

Dragon’s Nest

Labyrinth

The Blessing for Temple Ganesh was:
"I offer blessings from Temple Ganesh and from Lord
Ganesh, the remover of obstacles and the opener of
doors. The divine in me recognizes the divine in all of
us! Om Gam Ganapataye Namaha!
Jai Ganesh! Namate!
~~~Lisa Langdon aka Burgundy Moon

More or less, the blessing I had in mind, the
one that I gave, was for the festival goers, for my
community, to let go of the artificial nonsense and
look at what was in front of them, and just have fun.

Participating in the main ritual for the Sacred
Spaces was not what I expected it to be. I felt that
there was a lack of cohesiveness and energy from the
ritual in general. In preparation for my part of the
ritual I arrived at the Labyrinth early so that I could
Though there was chaos throughout every
prepare and gather energy for it. The lack of
part of organizing the ritual, in the end, the lead up to organization and chaos that seemed to invade every
the actual ritual was the most meaningful portion to part of the ritual from the planning to the actual
gathering was counterproductive and draining.
me, but that’s how it always goes. Actual ritual per‐
It was only when I called upon Oberon and
formance is always a blur, a release of energy built
Tatania for their blessing:
up, and that night was no exception. The bits we
“I call upon Oberon and Tatania to bless this circle for
knew, the bits we didn’t, it was all part of the magic.
all acts of love are the Great Rite.”
The most important part of the whole affair, I
That I actually felt any real flow of energy, as
felt, was that the space coordinators were working
much as I love many of those who participated in this
together toward a common goal: to bless the festival
ritual I felt the lack of cohesiveness caused the failure
and the community. In this planning, in this chaotic
of any energy build up in my humble opinion.
attempt at organization, that was where I really felt
~~~ Alan MoonDragon
the power of the spaces. The coordinators were all
together, working together as a unit, rather than the
~~~ None of the other Sacred Space
separate environments we usually function in.
coordinators chose to submit their ritual
Unity of the spaces, unity of the diverse paths
blessings for this article. ~~~
and practices of the community, that’s what I wanted
from this ritual, and I think we all found it, if briefly.
~~~Stefan
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No drama, please! A magickal seeker’s guide to avoiding toxic groups
By Michelle Gruben

Greetings, solitary Witches! At some point, you may wish to trade in the proud badge of a self-guided
seeker to join a coven or magickal order. There are lots of good reasons to affiliate with a group—to
accelerate learning, to gain formal initiation, or just to meet fellow travelers on what can be, at times, a
lonely path.
Toxic leadership within the Pagan community is something that not everyone likes to talk about. After all,
we want to think the best of our elders, leaders, and teachers. But sometimes people seek out leadership
roles for the wrong reasons—to boost their own ego, for instance, or to feed an appetite for control. With a
toxic leader (or group of leaders) in charge, a once-healthy organization can spiral into a destructive mess.
Of course, every group will have some issues, some of the time. That’s to be expected when humans work
together. But a toxic group is one in which the negative energy far outweighs anything positive the group
has to offer its members. Without a basic foundation of security and trust, it’s nearly impossible to create
sacred space.
Would you like to spend your time learning and doing magick, rather than fending off drama? Me too! To
that end, I’ve assembled this handy list of six “red flags”—that is, traits that toxic groups have in common.
(Everything on the list applies to one-on-one mentorship arrangements, too.) Before committing your time
to a coven, ashram, lodge, co-op or magickal order, watch out for the following deal-breakers:
Red Flag #1: Excessive secrecy.
Magickal groups may keep some information secret from outsiders and from members who have not
attained the required degree(s). This guarded information often includes ritual formulas, chants, sacred
names, etc. They may also meet at private residences, or other locations that aren’t disclosed to the general
public. There’s not necessarily anything wrong with a group that tries to protect the privacy of its
participants. There’s also nothing wrong with a group that reserves some of its magickal teachings for
properly initiated members.
But excessive secrecy in a leader or organization is usually bad news. At best, it’s a bit pretentious. At worst,
it can mask serious dysfunction. Take heed when a purported leader is unwilling to reveal their real name or
basic personal history. And expect transparency: As a participant, you should know (mostly) what will be
expected of you in a ritual before you consent to take part. As a prospective initiate, you should have an
inkling of what is required to advance, should you choose to continue on that path. Openness helps protect
you from physical or emotional harm. It also prevents you from mucking about in a tradition that’s not right
for you.
Red Flag #2: Grandiosity.
One of the ways that a toxic group can attempt to gain control over newcomers is by spinning one hell of a
yarn about its origins and leadership. The group may claim a lineage that goes all the way back to Aleister
Crowley or Saint Peter or Atlantis. The group members will behave as if the leader is so powerful, unique,
and special that the student would be crazy to study with anyone else.
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No drama, please! A magickal seeker’s guide to avoiding toxic groups (Cont.)
The leader will likely have a pompous name and/or title to go along with their impressive roster of mystical
powers. They may claim far-out psychic skills (levitation, bi-location, instant healing). They may be the
reincarnated soul of some great mage. They probably will have an exclusive line of communication with
Gods, angels, Secret Chiefs, etc. They often have their own jargon for basic spiritual concepts. They can
answer any question with authority and certainty.
I won’t argue that all grandiose claims are impossible. Enlightened beings do walk among us, and I’ve seen
some pretty unbelievable stuff. But I think you’ll find that most true masters have learned some humility on
the long path to adepthood.
Red Flag #3: Sexual coercion, predation, and other ickiness.
Let me state one thing upfront: Sex (by itself) is not a red flag. Sex and magick are so energetically similar,
at times they might as well be the same thing. Group sexual activity, polyamory, and sexual magick are all
fairly common in Pagan and magickal communities. Some perfectly legitimate groups use sex (symbolic or
actual) for rites of initiation or celebration. As long as it’s all between consenting adults, who cares?
However, healthy groups don’t reward members for sexual favors, or punish those who won’t put out.
Ethical leaders don’t use their position solely to obtain sexual gratification for themselves. And in one-onone situations, a responsible mentor will think carefully before beginning a sexual relationship with a
student.
While we’re on the topic, let’s talk about those icky energy vampires. Their predation isn’t necessarily
sexual, but energy vampires get off on sucking up your yummy, vibrant energy and replacing it with their
hollow crap. There’s a whole array of physical, verbal, and psychic tactics that vamps use to get their teeth
into people. Folks tend to catch on eventually, so energy vampires need a constant supply of new blood.
That’s why they so often position themselves in groups where members come and go.
Paying attention to your mood and energy levels after group activities is the surest way to bust a vamp.
Any group you join should have you feeling like more of a person than when you joined, not less.
Red Flag #4: Cash-grabbing and sales tactics.
Everyone knows that you can’t buy spiritual attainment, right? But then again, you run across the
occasional high priest, guru, or witch queen who seems to be raking in the dough from his or her eager
disciples.
Successful mentorship relies on finding a good match between student and teacher—which necessarily
precludes accepting every paying applicant. No sincere teacher will charge you an armload of cash to
provide you with study materials, give classes, perform attunements, read your bumps, fluff your aura, or
retrieve your soul. Reputable groups will let you decide if it’s a good fit before pressuring you to sign on the
dotted line. They’ll also be willing to answer your questions about where the money goes.
Some “masters” will ask for a large initial fee for an introductory class or consultation, then reward you for
bringing in other neophytes. That’s not an initiatory chain—it’s a pyramid scheme.

The Accord

* Summer

No drama, please! A magickal seeker’s guide to avoiding toxic groups (Cont.)
What I’m not suggesting is that teachers and elders in the magickal community should have to work for free.
It’s fine to request reasonable compensation for time, travel, materials, and other expenses. How much is too
much? Let your common sense and your gut be your guide on this one.
Red Flag #5: Intolerance and dogmatism.
Some worthy teachers have strong opinions, it’s true. Also, some magickal practices and viewpoints are
downright stupid, and deserve to be called out as such.
The problem arises when a teacher is disproportionately focused on discrediting other people in order to
build up their own reputation. Does the group leader make sweeping generalizations? Criticize your previous
training and mentors? Trash-talk people who have left the coven? Make you feel foolish for asking questions?
Insist that their way is the only correct way?
Beware of leaders and group members who demand obedience and discourage dissent. The best groups
foster an environment of curiosity and independence.
Red Flag #6: Desperation.
Choosing a magickal group to affiliate with is a bit like a going to a job interview. It’s a two-sided process.
You’re sitting across from the employer, and you’re each sizing each other up. You want the job—but not if
it’s going to turn out to be the wrong job for you. They want to fill the position—but not with the wrong
candidate. A mismatch will just waste everyone’s time.
Plenty of covens and magickal orders host public (or semi-public) events to meet prospective members. It’s
normal to attend such “outer grove” functions for weeks or even months before discussing formal affiliation
with the group. You should feel welcomed at these events—but not recruited. Desperation is a bad sign. It
usually means that the group has a hard time attracting quality participants, or is in the habit of burning
through lots of members.
Also try and sniff out desperation among the membership. It’s problematic when a group is comprised mostly
of very young, needy, or mentally unstable members. Magickal groups should not be filling their ranks from
among the vulnerable and credulous.
Why bother?
Whew! After all that yuckiness, you might be wondering why anyone would choose to affiliate with a coven
or magickal order. But despite the potential pitfalls, many people count their shared magickal experiences as
some of their most rewarding.
Groups help make it possible to serve the community, learn leadership skills, and form lifelong friendships.
They also introduce you to knowledge and techniques that are difficult to obtain through self-study. By
spotting the warning signs, you can steer yourself away from negativity and toward the people and places
that will result in the greatest benefit. Whether you choose to affiliate or not, may your path be blessed!
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January

September 17th: San Antonio Pagan Pride Day
October 14th - October 19th: Set Up
October 20th - October 23rd: Samhain
October 23rd: Great Works
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Sequined CD Fish
Here is a great way to make use of those
old CD’s and the options are as varied as
your imagination.
Supplies:
 Two old CDs per fish
 A set of Googly Eyes (any size)
 Sequins
 Card Stock or Foam sheets
 Glue
 Twin for hanging
To Assemble:










Glue one googly eye each to the iridescent side of two CDs.
Add small drops of tacky glue and help your kids attach sequins to
the rest of both CDs.
Cut out fins and lips from cardstock and adhere to the non-iridescent
side of one CD.
Next, determine the length of twine you'll need to hang the fish,
double it, and tie the ends together.
Glue the twine to the top of one of the CD's non-iridescent sides.
Then adhere the two CDs together -- don't forget to line up the eyes!

You can make as few or as many as you want to create the effect you
desire.
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