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What Is The Accord?
The Accord is an online quarterly publication for Wiccans, Pagans, NeoPagans, and other New
Age Philosophers.
The Newsletter focuses on Tradition sharing, all types of positive magick, poetry, rituals, and
many other items of interest to the Craft community.
The e‐zine can be found on CMA's website. The current Edition plus an archive. This Exception‐
al e-zine includes various articles that range from Pagan spirituality and the practices of the magickal
arts, multimedia reviews, Pagan
parenting, online resources, magickal lore, religious tolerance,
happenings in the Pagan community and messages from CMA officers.
Submission of Factual Articles

Editorial Policy

Articles may be edited for length or content as
needed at the discretion of the Editor. In case of editing,
all attempts to preserve the original feeling and content
of the article will be made.

Opinions expressed by individual au‐
thors do not necessarily reflect the opinions
of the staff, officers, or membership of the
Council of the Magickal Arts.

Please list information sources at the end of
articles.

Submission of Art Work & Fiction
Art and fiction will be published without
editing. If it is not possible to publish an item
without editing due to its content or appearance,
the item will not be used.

Events Calendar
Free event listings are available for events
occurring between issues. Material submitted may be
summarized. Please include dates, sponsorship, admission
prices, location, a contact address and/or phone, and
general topics and activities that are included
in the event.

The CMA e-zine welcomes Editorials and
responses on topics pertinent to the pagan
community. A selection of responses
received will be published in the Interest of
presenting balanced viewpoints.
Editor may hold over items submitted
for the publication for following issues of the
publication. These decisions will be made
based on seasonal appropriateness of the
material and available space.
Please specify what name or magickal
name to be credited under for publication
purposes. We will gladly respect privacy and
use only magickal names as requested. Also
if you would provide a short bio as well
that would be greatly appreciated.
Editor reserves the right to reject
any material or ad that does not meet with
the goals and purpose of the Council of the
Magickal Arts.

—Pamela DragonFlame
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about the editor
Pamela DragonFlame has been the Editor of The Accord since the Fall of 2011. She joined CMA Beltane
2007 and has attended every festival since. Among other CMA positions held in the past, she was honored
to receive the vote of confidence by the membership to give her the lifetime position of Editor of our
Accord as that is one of her passions.
Pamela DragonFlame camps with Pooh in Tent City and is always available for a chat.
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Greetings CMA Phamily,
I just love the magic present this time of year, don’t you?
A big part of that, for me, is the Winter Solstice – truly one of the most magical of all
days, each turn of the wheel.
The Winter Solstice is a turning point – the darkest night of the year AND the return of
the light – and like all liminal spaces is rich with potential and possibility.
It’s the perfect time to pause, reflect, bless and integrate all that has transpired during
the year, while planting seeds for what you wish to come.
Wishing you and yours a very magickal and prosperous 2016.
Please keep in mind that I am still seeking the following items:


Poets Corner— all ages

2016 UPCOMING DEADLINES



All call—

VERNAL EQUINOX (SPRING)
Deadline: March 1, 2016

Societies, Guilds, Covens, Circles, Groves, etc.

Theme: “A Beltane Night’s Eve”



Drummers Section



Pagan Parenting



Artists and/or Writers— all ages



Movie Reviews— seeking columnist



Tradition Sharing



Regular Columnists— seeking committed contributors

SUMMER SOLSTICE
Deadline June 1, 2016
Theme “TBD”

Did you know that the Accord has it’s own Facebook page? If you’ve not liked our page
please go to it here: www.facebook.com/CMAAccord
—Pamela DragonFlame
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Blessed Yule, everyone!
We are moving into 2016 with some changes in CMA. At Beltane we will wel‐
come two additional members of the board. I am excited to see what the new
board puts together this year and I hope you are looking forward to it as well. I
also want to thank you for putting your trust in me for another year. I will con‐
tinue to do my best to facilitate the growth and development of our community.
Carly McNamara
Interim Executive Director
Council of Magickal Arts
There is no Assistant Executive Director at this time.

Gary Park
Director of Finance

Troy Lockwood

No Report

Director of Records:
No Report

"Hello everyone! Volunteering in 2015 has been one of the most rewarding experiences
in my years at CMA. I partnered with some AMAZING people to get some AMAZING
things accomplished. I look forward to seeing the new Director of Communications take
the reins and steer us further into a bright and successful future!"
Amanda Boehm
Director of Communications
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Carly McNamara
Executive Director
Council of Magickal Arts

Blessed Yule everyone,
Thank you for voting in
record numbers this year
for the board positions. I am honored
to be back in service of the organization
as your Director of Records. It is my
goal to work with the entire board to
increase the record keeping for assets in
preparation for the new Director posi‐
tion coming at Beltane. Please do reach
out to me. I am hopeful that CMA will
continue to grow in the coming years.
Blessings,
Willow
Director of Records

Alicia Wilson
Director of Finance
No Report

“After a wonderful year, I appreci‐
ate the votes of confidence as I
continue to serve the Membership,
this time as the 2016 Assistant
Executive Director. There is much
to do to as we move forward into a new year,
and I am nothing but excited to collaborate
with CMA's many volunteers and staff to
make this year even better than the last!"
Amanda Boehm
Assistant Executive Director

Greetings Folk!
Thank you so much for allowing
me the adventure of being your
new Director of Communica‐
tion. I am working diligently to
learn the workings as quickly and thoroughly
as I can. As a new member to the board, I know
I share the desire and determination to help
build a stronger sense of community and pride
in being a member of CMA. My focus this year
is to ensure the website gets the make over it
needs to reflect CMA now. I am encouraging
you to talk to, email, text, or carrier pigeon me
your ideas. I want to know your concerns and
solutions. Send in your triumphs and bragging.
Tell me how you came to be in CMA and why
you keep coming back. If it's a paragraph, essay
or novel, share your experiences on your path
with the other members. You are CMA and so
am I. Let's share in the amazing we create
together.
In Faith,
Friday Lowrey
Director of Communication
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Have you read…
“Yule: Rituals, Resipes & Lore for the Winter Solstice
by Susan Pesnecker 2015

Book Review by
Valna Asterman
Hi Y'all,
I wish you a very merry Yule, or as we say “Alban Arthan.” Today I will be reviewing “Yule: Rituals, Resipes &
Lore for the Winter Solstice by Susan Pesnecker 2015.
This little book is filled with information from several traditions and different style of Ritual and Crafts. It
even has the wheel of the year for the Northern Hemisphere and the Southern Hemisphere. While we are
celebrating our Yule, the Southern Hemisphere is enjoying their Midsummer . I had a good time comparing
the wheel and how we practice our celebrations vs theirs.
This volume also addresses Old Ways and New Ways and introduces you to the Rituals of Celebrations for
Yule as well as the Correspondences for Yule.
I think this is a nifty little book for the newbees as well as practitioners who are looking for some new ideas
for their celebration of the Winter Solstice.
In Light and Love
and looking forward to seeing y'all at the next opportunity
Valna A.

Due to the Holiday Season the following
authors are on break.

Lead to Gold
By Maeven Eller--‐Five

From the desk of The Auntie @
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A Cup of Tea
It’s winter time, cold weather and unfortunately for many it is a season of colds and flu.
Here are two tea recipes that are great for the cold weather. For me tea is crucial to staying warm and
healthy.
Warm Grapefruit Tea
2 c ruby red grapefruit juice (squeezed from 2 grapefruits
2—4 T honey
1 cinnamon stick
1/2 t whole allspice berries
In a medium pot, combined juice, honey, cinnamon, allspice and 1/2 c water. Bring to a boil over high
heat; strain and discard solids. Serve with a grapefruit segment or a strip of zest.

The next tea I love is Chai. Chai can be blended with a variety of different spices and teas. I chose ones
that are familiar to me and that offer some health benefits along with being tasty.
Chai
4 cups Darjeeling or Rooibos Tea
1 cup cinnamon chips
1/4 - 1/2 cup ground nutmeg
1 cup ginger
1 cup cardamom pods
1/2 cup whole cloves
4 vanilla beans, cut into small pieces
Mix all ingredients in a large bowl. Place one teaspoon of chai in a tea ball or infuser with one cup of hot
water. Steep for 15-20 minutes. Remove tea and sweeten with raw honey and add cream if desired.
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The Archivist

The Internet Admin
No Report at this
time.

Till next time…..

Ibis

— Mary Wolf
Archivist

Ranch Manager
You can find our page on Facebook
https://facebook.com/groups/
LandCrew/. If you desire to become
a part of the maintenance team
please contact us

Sacred Spaces Coordinator
There is a format and protocol to establish a sacred
space. If you have an idea of a sacred space contact me
for more information.
Valna Asterman

ranchmanager@spirithaven.org
for details.
See our upcoming workend schedules
on page 16 of this issue.

Other News
As we are in between festivals at this time there are no team or staff reports from these areas:
CMA 1—Jericho & Carol

Front Gate— Mama Bear

Bridge Trolls—Moonfish

Fire Crew — Fireman Bill

Historian — Chris Laughing Wolf

Safety Services — Rowan & Meredith
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What is an Area Rep?
Have questions about CMA? Want to join but you’re not sure who to talk to? Find out what is
happening in your local area through their quarterly reports. Ready to put a name to a face come
out to some of the local events where our reps will be happy to answer your questions and get you
connected with your specific community.

Austin
Your Austin reps are Candyce (lead), Janis, and Laura! To keep up with local events, join the CMA Austin
Facebook group at https://www.facebook.com/groups/523531024350569/ and the Austin Pagan
Facebook group at https://www.facebook.com/groups/austinpagan/! You can also reach the reps
at austin@magickal-arts.org for any questions.
Austin has our Fourth Friday Pagan Night Out on the fourth Friday of every month at the Austin Java
near 12th and Lamar, usually on the back patio. We begin at 7pm and are usually there until close, so
come enjoy food, beverages, and good conversation! To keep up with this event, you can join the
Facebook group at https://www.facebook.com/groups/362468705164/. ***Note: December's PNO will
happen on the third Friday of the month due to the holidays.***
Austin Pagan Pride Day was a big success for CMA! CMA was a major sponsor again this year, and re‐
ceived good publicity both through APPD's marketing materials as well as our own informational booth,
staffed by Candyce and Lane. CMA members Pagan Student Alliance and Carolynn Zoll of The Circle of
the Midnight Rose lead the opening and closing rituals, and CMA favorite Ginger Doss performed. The
Central Texas area reps hosted a "Second Hand Pagan" fundraiser and raised over $420 towards the
purchase of a trailer for our new ice freezer! Thanks to everyone that came out and especially those
that volunteered to make this event a success!

North Texas
North Texas is a busy place. Congratulations to Daniel Birr, our new North Texas Rep. He will be busy
in the coming months organizing monthly PNO's and helping us connect with one another. Check out
the CMA North Texas Facebook page for information about local events, CMA - North Texas area (D/
FW & surrounding areas).
Here are some links to other local events and locations.
Groovy Goods hosts Drum Jams and Open Mic nights https://www.facebook.com/GroovyGoodsTX
There is a weekly Drum Jam in Dallas at the Green Elephant http://www.greenelephantdallas.com/#!
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North Texas (conti.)
Sacred Journey Fellowship in Garland hosts celebrations http://www.sacredjourneyuu.org/
I believe that we are better as a community when we spend time with one another face to face, and I am
committed to spending face to face time with CMA members in the North Texas area.
Thank you for allowing me to serve this community.
Willow

San Antonio
PNO’s are held at Candlelight Café on the 13th of every month. Since the Candlelight is closed on Sundays
and Mondays if the 13th falls on a Sunday we meet on the Saturday the 12th instead; if on a Monday then
join us on Tuesday the 14th. Depending on the weather we either meet outside on the side patio or inside.
We start around 6:30 and stay sometimes till close.
We have had several newbies attend our PNO, it is great to see new people come to our events. Many have
never heard of CMA so we are sharing the information and website with each of them in hopes that they will
join us next festival.
SA Rep and SAPPD Coordinator: Pamela DragonFlame

Areas with No Reports
Brazos Valley— brazos_valley@magickal-arts.org
Central Texas— centraltexas@magickal-arts.org
Coastal Bend — coastal_bend@magickal-arts.org
Merchants — merchantsrep@magickal-arts.org
North Texas — north_texas@magickal-arts.org
Outlands — outlands@magickal-arts.org
Southeast Texas — set@magickal-arts.org
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Sit A Spell
The Winter Solstice is the traditional time to celebrate the truly important things in life:
your family, your children, your tribe, clan or Phamily and your home. If your house is like most of us the
kitchen or hearth is where so much happens during the year and especially at this time of year.
Today let’s talk about my three favorite spices during the Yule Season; Cinnamon, Clove and last
but never least Nutmeg.
Cinnamon it is a traditional Yule spice, common in Winter Solstice incenses and also potpourris. And of course, it is
edible! Include it in your holiday recipes to symbolize the spirit of the winter season. It is one of my mainstays in the
kitchen from sweet to savory. Placing a cinnamon stick in cider or even a hot cup of tea adds an amazing
flavor. A few sticks in a simmering pot of water makes the whole house smell great.
Clove another wonderful spice that works great in ciders as well. Another benefit of clove is that if
you have a family member who loves to feed the rumor mill, this is a nice spice to include in your cookies,
as it is known for its use in “stop gossip” spells. No one needs the Yule tree surrounded with negatively
wagging tongues!
Finally lets add one more spice to the mix Nutmeg. One of my favorite things about nutmeg is that
it is great at raising the vibrations. If your vibrations are high you are less likely to be under the weather or
depressed as so often occurs this time of year. It also creates a more spiritual atmosphere. Definitely a
great ingredient to add to a recipe.
The best thing is that all three of these make great additions to the traditional sugar cookie recipe.
I hope that you are looking forward to a wonderful year to come. I am wishing a prosperous new year
filled with lots of love and laughter.

In the meantime keep the fires burning…….
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Fire and Flow Performance Society Coordinator: Amanda Boehm AKA Thundertopia

We are still rolling with the idea of having a confer‐
ence in the spring - check the website for details as
they are available!

Contact Amanda at thundertopia@gmail.com for
interest in this CMA Society or any of the above www.texaspaganstudents.org
questions! We look forward to interacting both
during and outside of CMA Festivals!

Friends of the Fairy Mound Society—
Coordinator: Letha Wicker
Contact Email: lethaswicker@gmail.com

The Texas Alliance of Pagan Students (TAPS) —
Coordinator: Laura
Email: texaspaganstudents@gmail.com.

Guilds & Societies with No Reports
Afro-Pagans Society — Coordinator: Heather Sutton Email: htb.sutton@gmail.com
Arachne Society— Coordinator: Melissa Honeybee Email:
Brewers & Imbibers—Coordinators: Mike Miller & Aarrick Barksdale
Chanters Chorus— Coordinator: Omorka
Family Society — Coordinator: Mary Ellen
Men’s Society— Coordinators: Heath Spencer & Jason Wicker
Temple of the Dancers—Coordinator: Meredith Email: meredydd.darkmoon@gmail.com
The Fig and Pomegranate Society— Meredith
I know there are other societies and guilds out there. If you want your group to have coverage in the
Accord please email me at accord@magickal-arts.org. Thanks Pamela DragonFlame
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Thoughts…..
By: Carly
I’d like to take a moment and discuss my thoughts on a topic that has been very visible for the last
year or so in our society at large. I believe it’s something that we also need to be considering in our
microcosm that is the Council of Magickal Arts. The topic is diversity and respect for people of diverse
backgrounds and cultures.
We as members of a counter culture often like to believe that we’ve muddled through and
potentially solved issues that are more difficult to address in society at large. It’s important that we
periodically check in with these topics to see where we actually stand in our work on them.
Two of our guiding principles are highly appropriate to discuss here and can remind us of the
value and importance of this work.
“Inclusiveness: CMA acknowledges that its effectiveness is based upon the participation of
its members and is open to adults of all traditions or religions who wish to celebrate
nature, spirit and community, who are on or wish to explore a spiritual or magickal path.
Tolerance: CMA strives to operate in a spirit of harmony, goodwill and acceptance towards
others and to be accurate and nonpartisan in its communications with its members and
the general public while expressing the unique value inherent in following a spiritual or
magickal path. CMA neither advocates nor promotes any religion, tradition or spiritual
path and takes no position on credential of any practitioners or clergy.”
We could spend a long time discussing how CMA benefits from the diversity of cultural and
religious perspectives that come with having members of all races as part of our membership. However, I
believe that the truth is that if we are not doing everything we can to fight against prejudice and racism
in our community, that we are failing to live up to the standards we have set for ourselves.
We have an opportunity, with each festival, to create a space that is welcoming, inviting, and safe.
What those terms mean to each individual is a little bit different, and that’s okay. I believe that ultimately
what can help us achieve that goal for as many people as possible, especially those who come from
different cultures and paths than ourselves, are two things.
First, we should be open to criticism. I trust that our membership does their best to participate in
community in a mindful way that remembers the values that we have set. It sometimes happens that
when we do our best, we still manage to forget how our actions may affect others in our community. This
is natural and is bound to happen. The important part of finding out that someone from another path
feels our actions are disrespectful of their culture, is to listen first. Listening to other members of our
community allows us to learn how our actions are affecting others and often will allow us the opportunity
to learn new things.
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Thoughts…..(conti.)
Second, we should remember that there are paths that are not reconstructed, that are part of a
living history of cultural and religious action and context. We should be respectful of these paths and their
histories in the same way that we want others to be respectful of our own personal paths, whether
reconstructed or part of a living history.
The ultimate truth is that Paganism in the United States is heavily influenced by the dominant
cultures of mainstream society. That means that European cultures and religious paths tend to dominate
Pagan culture at large and CMA experiences particularly. We do not have a large percentage of people of
African, Asian, or Native culture or descent in our organization, and that is something we as a community
need to address. In order to be inclusive in the spirit of our community principles, we need to make our
community more welcoming to those we are currently excluding.
Acknowledging that there are changes we need to make in our community is a first step. Then we
must figure out what actions follow this awareness.

Please help, if you know of a birth, wiccaning, handfasting, transitions or brags please send the info to the
editor accord@magickal-arts.org. We want to always honor each stage of the turn of the wheel.

Handfastings
None to report.

Births
None to report.

Wiccanings

Brags
None to report.

None to report.

Deaths
None to report.
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Spirit Haven Calling
WORKENDS!!! Free and fun!!!
"We have several wood-jams up and down the creek bed from the bridge, and there is no telling how much
stuff is stacked around the downstream floodgate. We will start there first (in the shade!) as we have
cleared some of the other major jams already." -- Joe, Ranch Manager
For more information, and to stay up to date on the status of the weather, visit the Spirit Haven Ranch
Team Facebook page!!!
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Bridhid’s Temple Complex
Coordinator: Carly Email: brighidstemple@magickal-arts.org.
There really isn't much to report at the Temple. We continue to work on
maintenance of the Temple. If you are interested in working with Brighid's Temple
we are very happy to have you join us! Just send us an email.

Grandmother’s Grove
Coordinator: Laura Jones Email: grandmothersgrove@spirithaven.org
As the leaves have turned and the air is crisp, come spend some time with Grandmother in her grove.
Work weekends are a great time to come and enjoy the land and all she has to offer, and to give back to
her. Come say hello to Grandmother when you're here - she misses you.
Labyrinth —
Coordinators: Alex, Richard, Alan & Candyce Email: labyrinth@spirithaven.org

Everyone give a big shout out to Candyce for completing the apprenticeship program
and becoming a Master Keeper of the Labyrinth. WOOHOO! Congrats Candyce. She
has worked hard and deserves lots of kudos for her efforts. There are four of us now
if you ever have any questions: me (Alexandria), Richard, Alan, and Candyce.
We are revamping the apprenticeship program and going with a less formal Friends of the
Labyrinth program. Look for a new Facebook page and description after the first of the year. The Labyrinth
is one of the more high maintenance sacred spaces on the property, so the more people working the
lighter the load. Look for announcements on how you can help soon.
Now for some not so happy news. There has been some theft at the Labyrinth, several of the big
round pavers that had been painted with the names of the CMA founders have been removed from the
lines. Please keep your eyes out for these. If you see them, please do not move them yourself, but let a
Labyrinth Keeper, Guardian, or Board Member know. Also, during Samhain, someone chiseled out a hole
in one of the poles in the center and inserted a river rock.
Although we love to see additions to the Labyrinth during and after each festival (new stones,
trinkets, bells, statues, etc.), please respect the space by not removing or modifying what is already there.
Thank you.
Your Labyrinth crew is hard at work and there will be some physical changes/updates to the
Labyrinth before Beltane.
Happy Yule, y’all!
Alexandria
Master Labyrinth Keeper
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No Reports
Council Oak Meditation— Coordinators: Gary & Joe Rose Email: counciloak@spirithaven.org
Dragon’s Nest Temple — Coordinator: Stefan Sanchez Email: dragonsnest@spirithaven.org
Grounding & Centering Temple — Coordinator: ? Email: gandctemple@spirithaven.org
Handfasting Grove — Coordinators: Colleen & Sticker Bill Email: handfastinggrove@spirithaven.org
Herne’s Hollow—Coordinator: Maeven Eller-Five Email: herneshollow@spirithaven.org
Meditation Meadow — Coordinator: Goo Email:
Memorial Grove — Coordinator: ? Email: memorialgrove@spirithaven.org
Lothlorien Woods — Coordinator: Kenneth Email lothlorien@spirithaven.org
Sacred Fire — Coordinator: Fireman Bill Email:
Spirit Fire — Coordinator: ? Email:?
Temple Ganesha — Coordinator: Melissa Email: templeganesha@spirithaven.org
Volk Ve — Coordinator: Chopper Email: volkve@spirithaven.org

The 2016 Workend Calendar will be out soon, in the mean time you can find our page on Facebook .
https://facebook.com/groups/LandCrew/.
Have a Blessed Yule and Safe New Year!
Joe Rose
— Ranch Manager
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